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DESCRIPTION OF THE NORTHERN PROVINCE  

 

1. Land and Soil 

The Northern Province consists of five districts namely, Jaffna, Kilinochchi, Mannar, 

Mullaitivu, and Vavuniya����There are 34 Divisional Secretariats consist of 921 Grama Niladhary 

Divisions and 34 Local Authorities consist of One Municipal Council, 5 Urban Councils and 

28 Pradhasiya Sabas administratively rendering services to the public����This covers an area of 

8,890.07 sq��km comprising approximately 13.54����of the total land area of the island���� 

The land of the region is relatively flat and of low elevation towards the coast����Six major soil 

groups have been identified in the region����The dominant group of soil in the region is Reddish 

Brown Earth ��RBE������The association of Low Humic Gley ��LHG����with RBE soil ��92������is well 

suited for paddy cultivation����Red Yellow Latesol, Non��Calsic Brown soil and Grumusol exist 

in Kilinochchi, Jaffna and Mannar areas respectively����The RBE has low organic matter content 

and the nitrogen and phosphorus status is usually low while potassium status varies from 

medium to low����These soils are very well fortified in calcium and magnesium, and they have a 

very good exchange capacity����By tropical standards, these soils could be considered as having 

a very good chemical quality����The other soil types are alluvial of variable drainage and texture 

��4���� , Rock Knob Plain ��2���� , Erosion remnants ��1������and Solarized Solonets & Solonchaks 

��1���� �� 

2. Weather and Climate 

Sri Lanka enjoys a typical monsoonal climate����The Northern Province tends to be hot and dry 

in the dry season ��February to September��, and moderately cool and wet in the wet season 

��October to January������The province's climate is of the tropical kind and therefore during 

monsoons there is always the chance of a deluge����In the lowlands the climate is typically 

tropical with the average temperature is around 28° to 32° for the year����However, on the whole, 

January is the coolest month and May is the hottest month����Relative humidity varies from 60%��

during the day to 91����at night����The dry zone of the Sri Lanka is the north and east of the island 

and this region is affected by the north east monsoon ��December to March����and southwest 

monsoon ��June to October������It is thought to be dry because most of the rains fall during the 

North��East monsoon season�� Annual rainfall is less than 1250 mm in the North West and South 

east of the Inland����It has two rainy seasons South West Monsoon   ����May to August, North East 

Monsoon����November to February 
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3. Population  

The total population of the Northern Province is 1��253 Million in December 2019����81��3���� of 

the population are living in rural area and only 18��6���� of the population are in urban area����

�(�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���R�I���1�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���3�U�R�Y�L�Q�F�L�D�O���3�X�S���O�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V very severely devastated in several ways such 

as loss of lives, multiple displacements, loss of properties and deprivation of economic 

activities, unemployment, poverty and so forth due to the prolonged 30 years of civil war which 

was ended in May 2009����However, after the end of the war, the Government has taken 

tremendous efforts to restore the livelihood of the people in the Province�� 

4. Resettlement�� 

According to the statistics provided by the District Secretaries, there are 172,741 families 

consists of 559,739 members had been resettled in the province as at December 2019����However, 

6,976 displaced families consist of 24,634 members have to be resettled in their places of origin 

in the Province.�� 

5. Vulnerable Groups  

There are 68,316 Women Headed Families living in the Province����This figure stipulated that, 

War Widows - 7,595 Nos; Natural, Abandoned and other Widows �;�Ê60,721 Nos�� Further, 

18,779 persons are identified as disabled and 1041 orphans also living in the Province����For 

these categories of special needy people more attention has to be focused on improve their 

livelihood and standard of living�� 

6. Un��Employment and Poverty Status 

When we compare the unemployment rate with the national, the Northern Province marked 5����

while the National rate is 4���â������At the same time, Poverty Head Count Index of the National 

4��1���� and the Northern Province indicated 7��7������The highest poverty level is recorded in 

district level at 18��2���� and 12��7���� respectively�Ê�I�R�U�ÊKilinochchi and Mullaitivu in Whole 

SriLanka�� 

Meantime, Jaffna District placed in 5th rank with 7��7������Northern Province targeted to increase 

Public Private Partnership in order to increase the employment opportunities����And also pave 

the way to earn sufficient income�� Indicative Annual Development Plan for the year 2020 will  

create small and medium scale employment opportunities�� 
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7. Economy 

The Northern Province is still pre��dominantly an agricultural region having crops, livestock 

and fisheries as pivotal sub sectors����Reflecting the rapid expansion in income generation 

activities in the province, contributions from the Northern Province is 4��2���� in 2016 and 4���Û����

in 2017����The Provincial Contribution to the GDP is Rs��546.22 Bn����to the National GDP in 2017����

It comprises three main sectors such as Agriculture 14.12�� , Industry 22���� and services and 

others 63.88���� in the provincial economy in 2017������ 

8. Agriculture  

Agriculture is the dominant productive sector in the Northern Province����Result of the rapid 

development of the agriculture sector in the Northern Province; paddy harvesting reached the 

level of 292,812 MT in 2019�����,�Q���D�Q���D�U�H�D���R�I�Ê74,968 Ha��highlands brought under annual crops, 

perennial crops and homesteads cultivation in 2019����It has been stress that, the organic farming 

in a small level for consumption at this farm gate is appreciates����To enhance this concept, model 

organic product sales centers also have been established�� 

9. Livestock 

The livestock industry is becoming an important sector for entrepreneurs in the Northern 

Province����This sector is considered as an additional source of income for the farming society 

in the region����Several stakeholders i��e����government sector, private sector and Non-

Governmental Organizations are involved to strengthen the sector through their various 

projects and programmes����Annual milk production reached 24,000,193 liters and milk 

collection reached 65,754 liters per day in 2019����Meat production such as chicken reached to 

21,519 Kg����per day, beef reached 7,575 Kg����per day and mutton reached 3,341 Kg�� per day in 

2019����The egg production reached 109,849 Nos����per day in 2019�� It is believed that the Northern 

Province can reach self��sufficiency in livestock products�� 

10.  Irrigation  

Irrigation sector is one of inter related sector to the agriculture and inland fishing����Therefore, 

hundred thousand of people in the province are dependent on irrigation for their livelihood 

activities����This sector plays a vital role in the Province����45 medium irrigation schemes and 9 

major irrigation schemes come under the Provincial Irrigation sector����In addition to this, there 

are 3 major tanks that come under the central administration����There are 3,112 tanks and ponds 
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also under minor irrigation����Nearly 72,369 Ha����irrigable areas facilitated for the agriculture 

production activities by the Department of Irrigation�� 

11. Education 

The Education Sector Takes significant role to produce the knowledge-based society in Sri 

Lanka����The number of functional schools in Northern Province has been increased to 1,004 out 

of 1,091 to serve for 249,867 students with 18,725 teachers in 2019�� There are 1,591 preschools 

functioning with 3,048 teachers and 36,377 students in the province in 2019.��Technical 

Laboratory facilities have been provided to 90 schools in the Province����Infrastructure facilities 

are also continuously provided wherever the requirements are identified through various 

sources����Therefore, the adult literacy rate increased to 88����and the rate of attendance at schools 

has also increased to 73���� in 2016���� 

Sports, Early childhood unit and cultural affairs are also included as sub sectors����Further to the 

secondary and primary education, the higher education, tertiary and vocational education 

centers are also established in the province such as University of Jaffna, Vavuniya Campus of 

the University of Jaffna, Open University of Sri Lanka, National Colleges of Education, 

Teachers�¶��Training Schools, Technical College and Advance Technical Institute being the main 

educational Institutions in the province�� 

12. Health 

Health is the wealth of our society; This sector takes prominent role in the Province����The sector 

serves through western medicine and Indigenous medicine to the people in the Province����There 

are one teaching hospital, 04 general hospitals, 10 base hospitals, 54 Divisional hospitals 45 

primary medical care units, 213 Gramodaya health centers, one siddha ayurvedha teaching 

hospital, 5 District Ayurvedic hospitals, 13 Central Dispensary of Siddha Medicine, 13 Sidha 

Rural Hospitals and 64 free Siddha Dispensaries which are functioning in the province����There 

are 33 MOH divisions in the province. Primary, Secondary health care Institutions, curative as 

well as preventive institutions are mainly managed by the Provincial Health Department����

Maternal and child health care services have been extended to the peripheral areas and human 

resource capacities also strengthened in 2019����As a result, maternal mortality rate and infant 

mortality rate have been reduced����Dengue eradication programme and local level nutrition 

intervention programmes,�� National Kidney Diseases Prevention Programme are being 

implemented in the province�� 
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13. Natural Resources Development in the Northern Province 

The Northern Province is rich in natural resources in its extensive coastal area, in its dense 

forests and its mineral deposits����Forests resources are largely intact despite many decades of 

conflict and form a considerable percentage of the total forest cover in the country����From 

extensive sand dunes in Jaffna peninsula, to quarry metal and clay for bricks the Province is 

especially rich in mineral resources needed for construction����The land is generally flat and 

undulating with no significant elevation, however the highly diverse coastal belt more than 

compensates����Lagoons, bays, salt flats, wetlands, coral reefs, islands and islets, and estuaries 

are some of the prominent coastal features that are important both is ecologically and 

economically�Ê�D�U�H���D�O�V�R���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q�Ê�W�K�H���3�U�R�Y�L�Q�F�H�� 

14. Water Resources 

The Northern Province does not have a single perennial river, and very limited seasonal streams 

and rivers����Traditional water storage was through built irrigation tanks����The area belongs to the 

Dry Zone of Sri Lanka with low annual rainfall����The ground water surveys done prior to the 

conflict indicate that intensive agriculture, especially paddy, cannot be supported without 

adequate replenishment of surface water storage����Water scarcity is a main constraint in several 

regions of the province, even for drinking and domestic use�� The major tank cascade systems 

and existing major irrigation schemes ��Iranamadu, Giant�¶s Tank, Pavakkulam, Kalmadu����

should be closely examined to determine the productive capacity of agriculture and irrigation, 

plus quality of drinking water available in the northern districts�� 

15. ��Marine and Coastal 

With 40���� of the country�¶s coastline, the province has immense potential for fisheries, 

aquaculture and tourism����While the existing marine and lagoon��based fishery industry need to 

be modernized and reequipped to enable the population to benefit from the rich and under 

tapped fishing grounds, new aquaculture��based industries could be established to elevate 

productivity and offer more livelihood options for young people����The main fishery areas are in 

Jaffna, Mullaitivu and Mannar Districts�� For this purpose, the fishery potential, looming threats 

and important conservation areas ��such as sea grass beds and coral reefs����should be surveyed 

and mapped so that exploitation of the resource is done within the limits of sustainability with 

adequate emphasis on conservation and protection for future use�� 
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16. Mineral Resources 

One of the greatest issues of current importance is construction materials����Out of the 

construction materials required sand and quarry metal are considerably available in the 

Province����In addition, the province has limestone deposits, clay for bricks and tiles and beach 

mineral sand����Some scientific option of possible oil deposit off the Gulf of Mannar has not been 

fully explored as yet�� A survey of the quantity and quality of building materials available in the 

north and their extraction capacity is necessary because of the huge demand brought on by 

reconstruction and development projects that involve large��scale construction�� 

17. Forests and Wildlife 

The North has by far the most extent of dry monsoon forests in any province����The forest cover 

has remained intact largely despite the conflict and due to lack of development of the province����

Kilinochchi, Mullaitivu and Mannar districts are extensively forested, while Vavuniya is 

partially in forest����Jaffna has no significant forest areas�� 

The important wildlife areas ��already gazetted����are Wilpattu north, Madhu road, Giant�¶s Tank, 

Chundikulam and Kokkilai����But this does not take into consideration new biodiversity hotspots 

and other ecologically important areas ��river catchments, salt marshes,  lagoons  and  estuaries,  

islands,  arid  zones  of  Mannar etc����The  forest  and wildlife reproduction is important as an 

economic resource for forest products ��non �±��timber����and tourism�� 

18. History and Culture 

There are many areas in Jaffna and Mannar of exceptional archaeological value����These include 

ancient temples and sites mentioned in chronicles, sites of pre��historic significance and old 

churches and temples of high cultural value to the northern people�� 

Many of these sites have been recorded in documentation of the Archaeological Department, 

but there could be many that are unrecorded and undiscovered����The value addition prospects to 

local tourism is immense, especially sites such as Thiruketheeswaram ��Mannar��, Nallur 

��Jaffna����Nainativu ��Jaffna����and Madhu Church ��Mannar�� 

 

 

 



 

VIII  
 

19. Key Socio Economic Indicators of the Northern Province 
a. General Information 

Land Area 8,890.07 Sq��km 

No. of Divisional Secretariat 34 

No. of Grama Niladhar�\�¶�V Divisions 921 

No. of Villages 3,566 

Local Authorities 
       Municipal Council 
       Urban Council 
       Pradhasiya Saba 

 
01 
05 
28 

 

b. Provincial Gross Domestic Product ��GDP�� 

GDP at current market prices ��2017�� RS����������������Bn 

GDP percentage share ��2016�� 4���� ��  

GDP by Sector ��2017�� 
        Agriculture 
        Industry 
        Services and others 

 
14.12��  

22��  
����������  

GDP Growth Rate ��2016�� 9��5��  

 
 

c. Poverty and Employment 

Poverty Head Count Index 7��7��  

Employment  
          a������Paid Employees 
          b������Employer 
          c������Own Account Workers 
          d����Contributing Family Workers 

 
61��6��  
3��2��  
31��3��  
3��9��  

Un��employment Rate 5.6��  
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d. Health 

Details National Provincial 

No�Ø of Hospitals 01 113 

No�Ø of Beds 1,220 4,407 

No�Ø of Medical Officers 224 553 

 

Infant Motility Rate ��2018�� 11��  

Low Birth Weight per 100 live births 9��3��  

 

e. Education 

Details National Provincial 

No�Ø of Schools - Functioning����2018�� 22 982 

No�Ø of Schools Temporally Closed�Ê

�Ò2018�� 

�� 80 

No�Ø of Students�Ê�Ò2019�� 249,867 

No�Ø of Teachers�Ê�Ò2019 18,725 

 

 

 

 

f. Infrastructure - Roads Length ��km��

Details Length ��km��

A & B Class Roads ��RDA�� 1,253.10

C & D Class Roads��RDD�� 2,120��01

Local Authority Roads 10,096.55

 

Learning Achievement of O��L ��2017�� 66.0% 

Learning Achievement of A��L ��2018�� 65��0��  

Student Survival Rate - Grade 1 to 11 ��2018�� 89.0��  
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Socio - Economic Indicators of the Northern Province 

Provincial Gross Domestic Product 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source : - Economic and Social Statistics of Sri Lanka, 2019 and Central Bank Annual Report �± 2019. 

 

 

 

 

2017 

2017 

Northern- 4.1 

 
GDP Contribution (Shares - %) 

Northern- 4.1 

2018 2016 2017 

Sri Lanka- 565,773 
Northern 489,097 

Sri Lanka- 625,736 
Northern 540,957 

 
Per Capita GDP Current Market Prices 

Rs. in Mil lion 
 

Rs. Current Market Prices  

2017 2018 

Sri Lanka- 13,328,103 
Northern  �± 546,220 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
 Current Market Prices  

Rs. in Million  

Sri Lanka �± 14,366,103 
Northern- 584,412 

2017 2018 

Sri Lanka- 13,328,183 

Northern- 546,220 
 

Agriculture- 77,183 

Industry- 120,079 

Services- 298,879 

 

Provincial Gross Domestic Product 
By Industrial Origin at Current Market P rices- 

Rs. Million 

Sri Lanka- 14,366,103 

Northern- 584,412 
 

Agriculture- 91,370 

Industry- 123,159 

Services- 321,773 
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Employment      Poverty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Annual Bulletin -  2019, Department of Census & Statistics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 

Employed Population 
 by Major gr oup (%) 

 

Northern  

Agriculture �± 29.3 

Industrial �± 23.1 

Services - 47.5 

Sri Lanka 

Agriculture - 25.3 

Industrial - 27.6 

Services �± 47.1 

Sri Lanka - 
4.1 

Northern  - 
7.7 

Jaffna  - 7.7 
Mannar  - 1.0 
Vavuniya - 2.0 
Mullaitivu - 12.7 
Kilinochchi - 18.2 
 

Poverty Headcount Index (%) 
 

2016 

2019 

Sri Lanka- 4.8 

Male - 3.3 

Female - 7.4 

Unemployment Rate (%) 

Northern- 5.0 

Male - 3.0 

Female - 10.3 

2020 June 

Offic ial Poverty Line (Rs). 

National- 5,407 

Jaffna - 4,933 
Mannar - 5,040 
Vavuniya - 4,945 
Mullaitivu - 4,897 
Kilinochchi - 4,843 
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Births, Deaths, Marriages and Crude Birth Rates &  Crude Death Rates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Northern- 6.0 

Jaffna- 7.2 

Mannar- 3.9 

Vavuniya- 5.2 

Mullaitivu- 4.6 

Kilinochchi- 4.0 

 

No of Marri ages  

 

2016 2017 

Sri Lanka- 169,365 

Jaffna- 5,041 

Mannar- 953 

Vavuniya- 1,354 

Mullaitivu- 972 

Kilinochchi- 945 

 

Sri Lanka- 170, 990 

Jaffna- 5,018 

Mannar- 949 

Vavuniya- 1,386 

Mullaitivu- 895 

Kilinochchi- 907 

 

2017 2018 

Northern - 16.3 

Jaffna- 14.9 

Mannar- 19.6 

Vavuniya- 17.8 

Mullaitivu- 11.4 

Kilinochchi- 21.8 

 

 

Nor thern - 16.4 

Jaffna- 15.4 

Mannar-17.4 

Vavuniya- 18.8 

Mullaitivu- 11.1 

Kilinochchi 21.0 

 

Crude Birth Rate (%) 

2017 2018 

Crude Death Rate (%) 

Northern - 6.0 

Jaffna- 7.4 

Mannar- 4.0 

Vavuniya- 4.8 

Mullaitivu- 3.9 

Kilinochchi- 4.1 

 

 

No. of Live Births  

 
2016 2017 

Sri Lanka - 326,052 

Jaffna- 8,776 

Mannar- 1,873 

Vavuniya- 3,836 

Mullaitivu- 944 

Kilinochchi- 2,798 

 

Sri Lanka - 331,073 

Jaffna- 8,264 

Mannar- 1,744 

Vavuniya- 3,416 

Mullaitivu- 874 

Kilinochchi- 2,447 

 

No. of Deaths 

2016 2017 

Sri Lanka- 130,765 

Jaffna- 4,526 

Mannar- 424 

Vavuniya- 802 

Mullaitivu- 445 

Kilinochchi- 454 

 

Sri Lanka- 139,822 

Jaffna- 4,612 

Mannar- 443 

Vavuniya- 915 

Mullaitivu- 448 

Kilinochchi- 527 

 

Northern- 6.0 

Jaffna- 7.2 

Mannar- 3.9 

Vavuniya- 5.2 

Mullaitivu- 4.6 

Kilin ochchi- 4.0 

 

Source: Department of Census & Statistics 
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Education  

Literacy Rate Computer Literacy Rate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Internet & Email Using Household Population 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Department of Census & Statistics 

 

   

Sri Lanka 27.5 

Northern 17.7 

Jaffna  19.1 

Mannar  11.6 

Vavuniya  25.7 

Mullaitivu 12.5 

Kilinochchi 8.6 

 

Computer Literacy Rate by Province & 
Districts 

% 

 

 

  Internet  % Email % 

  2017 2018 2017 2018 

Sri Lanka 21.3 25.5 11.0 9.8  

Jaffna  25.7 34.0 11.4 9.4 

Mannar  17.3 26.2 6.7 16.5 

Vavuniya  30.7 37.9 6.6 8.9 

Mullaitivu 10.7 17.1 5.5 4.7 

Kilinochchi 10.5 18.8 4.0 5.5  

 

Household population using Internet & Email  
% 

 

 

   Total Male Female 

Sri Lanka 92.6 93.6 91.7 

Jaffna  96.6 96.9 96.3 

Mannar  94.1 95.1 93.1 

Vavuniya  86.0 89.4 83.0 

Mullaitivu 89.3 90.8 87.9 

Kilinochchi 84.3 84.7 83.9 

 

Literacy Rate by Distr ict & Gender- 2017 
% 
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Abbreviation  
 

S.No Abbreviation  Explanation 
1 Ac Acre 
2 ACCD Assistant Commissioner of Cooperative Development 
3 AMC Anti-Malaria Campaign 
4 AP&H Animal Production & Health 
5 Ceypetco Ceylon Petroleum Corporation 
6 DCS Deputy Chief Secretary 
7 DFEO Divisional Fisheries Extension Office 
8 DH Divisional Hospital 
9 D/IM Department of Indigenous Medicine 
10 DS Divisional Secretariat 
11 Ext Extent 
12 GDP Gross Domestic Product 
13 GHC Gramodaya Health Centre 
14 GN Grama Niladhari 
15 Hec/ Ha Hectares 
16 Kg. Kilograms 
17 LDO Land Development Ordinance 
18 Lit  Liters 
19 MC Municipal Council 
20 MCC Middle Class Colonization 
21 MDTU Management Development Training Unit 
22 MOH Medical Officer Health 
23 MPCS Multi Purpose Cooperative Society 
24 Mt Metric Ton 
25 NHDA National Housing Development Authrity 
26 NGO Non-Government Organization 
27 NP Northern Province 
28 PAMA Public Assistance Monthly Allowance 
29 PDCS Producers Development Cooperative Society 
30 PMCU Primary Medical Care Unit 
31 PPSC Provincial Public Service Commission 
32 PS Pradeshiya Sabha 
33 RDA Road Development Authority 
34 RDD Road Development Department 
35 RDHS Regional Director of Health Services 
36 RDS Rural Development Society 
37 Rs. Rupees 
38 SLTB Sri Lanka Transport Board 
39 Sq. Ft Square Feet 
40 SWE Salt Water Exclusion 
41 TCCS Thrift and Credit Cooperative Society 
42 UC Urban Council 
43 WRDS Women Rural Development Society 
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